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8)  

9)  

10) Monthly Downtown Development Authority Update: 

DDA Chairman, Cesar Martinez informed the Mayor and Council that the DDA 

postponed their regular meeting to the following month due to not having a quorum. 

He also stated that the DDA would be proposing that the City Council allow the DDA to 

purchase the shuttles used downtown and to operate the shuttle service. He closed by 

confirming the Council has Executive Parking Systems under contract until the end of 

the year. 

 

11) Monthly Blue Ridge Business Association Update: 

BRBA President, Cesar Martinez announced that Safezone would be held on Halloween 

night from 5:30 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. rain or shine.  

 

Action Agenda Items (Items requiring the approval of the Council): 

12) FY2019 Millage Rate Hearing (Third and Final Public Hearing): 

City Attorney James Balli opened the public hearing. No comments were received from 

the public. The hearing was then closed by City Attorney James Balli.  

 

13) FY2019 Millage Rate Ordinance (Second Reading and Adoption) ROLL CALL: 

City Attorney James Balli confirmed that this was the second reading of the ordinance 

and confirmed that the proposed millage rate was 5.378 mills. He then asked if there 

were any questions. There being none, he asked for a motion. Council Member Nathan 

Fitts made a motion to approve and adopt the FY2019 Millage Rate Ordinance 

(attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council 

voted 4-0 by way of a roll call vote. Motion carried.  

 

14) FY2020 Budget Hearing (Second and Final Public Hearing): 

City Attorney James Balli opened the public hearing. No comments were received from 

the public. The hearing was then closed by City Attorney James Balli 

 

15) FY2020 Budget Resolution (First Reading and Adoption): 

Mayor Donna Whitener read the first paragraph of the proposed resolution. Council 

Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve and adopt the FY2020 Budget 

Resolution (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The 

Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  
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16) Broadband Ready Community Ordinance (First Reading): 

City Attorney James Balli introduced the proposed Broadband Ready Community 

Ordinance and gave a summary.  

 

17) ROW Abandonments: 

The Mayor and Council were presented with two right-of-way abandonment requests. 

City Attorney James Balli presented each request and explained that a resolution and 

quit claim deed, once approved by him, would need to be approved to abandon the 

rights-of-way.  

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the proposed Church Street 

ROW Abandonment (attached).  The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie 

Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried. 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the proposed ROW 

Abandonment between 1082 and 112 East Main Street (attached). The motion was 

seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

Purchasing Approvals: 

18) Mountain Communications Inc. Invoice No. 5001: 

After discussion, Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve the Mountain 

Communications Inc. Invoice No. 5001 in the amount of $18,860.00 (attached). The 

motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council voted 4-0. 

Motion carried.  

 

19) Light Up Blue Ridge Budget: 

After discussion, Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve a budget 

up to $15,000.00 for Light Up Blue Ridge (LUBR) and for the funds to be taken from 

Hotel/Motel. The motion was seconded by Council Member Harold Herndon. The 

Council voted 3-1 with Council Member Robbie Cornelius opposed. Motion carried.  

 

20) Kendall Supply Quote No. 282019KDP: 

The Mayor and Council were presented with Quote No. 282019KDP from Kendall Supply 

in the total amount of $51,100.00 (attached). Mayor Donna Whitener explained that 

$34,600.00 would be paid with GEFA funds and the remaining $16,500.00 would be paid 

with City funds. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to approve the quote. 

The motion was seconded by Council Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. 

Motion carried. 
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21) Carter & Sloope Task Release No. 25: 

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to approve Carter & Sloope Task Release 

No. 25 (attached). The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The 

Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

22) Propane Contract: 

City Attorney James Balli discussed some wording within the proposed Fort Mountain 

Propane contract and then proceeded to recommend that the City not enter into a 

contract for propane. Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to resend the 

contract with Fort Mountain Propane. The motion was seconded by Council Member 

Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

23) Water Department Truck Purchase: 

The Mayor and Council were presented with two quotes for the purchase of a new truck 

for the Water Department. The quotes were not labeled so there was some confusion as 

to who the quotes were from. The first quote was in the amount of $46,688.00 and was 

marked as the supervisor’s preference. The second quote was in the amount of 

$46,789.05. The quotes are attached. Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to 

approve the quote in the amount of $46,688.00. The motion was seconded by Council 

Member Robbie Cornelius. The Council voted 4-0. Motion carried.  

 

Discussion Agenda Items (Items for discussion only): 

24) East Main Retaining Wall: 

Council Member Rhonda Haight discussed damage to the retaining walls on East Main 

Street. She mentioned that there was limited drainage in the area and that the water 

was pushing the walls causing the damage. She asked Zoning, Land Development and 

Project Manager Jeff Stewart to work on obtaining quotes for the repair and to score 

the walls regarding priority. She closed by asking that the repairs be paid with SPLOST 

funds.  

 

25) Executive Session (if needed)—Personnel, Legal, Land Sale/Acquisition: 

Council Member Rhonda Haight made a motion to close the meeting for an executive 

session. The motion was seconded by Council Member Nathan Fitts. The Council voted 

4-0. Motion carried.  

Council Member Nathan Fitts made a motion to open the meeting from an executive 

session. The motion was seconded by Council Member Rhonda Haight. The Council 

voted 4-0. Motion carried.  













































CERTIFICATION OF ABANDONMENT 

CITY COUNCIL OF BLUE RIDGE, GEORGIA 

 

WHEREAS, the City Council of Blue Ridge, Georgia having been requested 

to abandon a certain street and public way described as a portion of land between 

1082 East Main Street and 1112 East Main Street, and lying and being upon and 

between property owned by Richard and Yvonne McNeeley and Nancy Elliot, being 

more particularly shown on the attached exhibit and depicted as “ROW” which is 

incorporated into this certification by reference thereof; 

WHEREAS, abandonment of the above-described street will not require the 

expenditure of federal or state funds; and 

WHEREAS, the petitioners, Richard and Yvonne McNeeley and Nancy 

Elliot, are the property owners adjoining said unopened street; and 

WHEREAS, the subject street has never been formally accepted, opened, or 

maintained as a street of the municipality of the City of Blue Ridge, Georgia and/or 

has never been maintained at current road standards and requirements; and 

WHEREAS, there being no ascertainable record that the City of Blue Ridge 

did not acquire the subject street by purchase, no compensation having ever been 

paid; and 

WHEREAS, said street having ceased to be used by the public to the extent 

that no substantial purpose is served by same as a public street and that abandoning 
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